Entamoeba histol ytica is a parasitic protozoon commonley found in the large intestine of most primate species including man. It has been noted by many research workers that E. histol yti ca is a commensal inhabitant in the intestinal tract and usually produces no symptoms in man and nonbhuman primates, while it sometimes causes a serious disease known as amebic ulcer or abscess in several organs of such hosts [6] . The mechanism of the outbreak of such amebiasis has not been elucidated clearly in spite of much efforts of investigators [3, 9, 7, 8, 1] .
The purpose of this study is to know the period required for transmission of E. histol yti ca from infected mother monkeys to their newborn infants and also to clarify whether or not newborn monkeys manifest amebic symptoms following infection with E. histol ytica cysts transmitted spontaneously from their mothers during the suckling period. Six pregnant cynomolgus monkeys (Macaca fascicularis) were used for the present study (A-F in Fig. 1 ). They were imported from South East Asian countries and naturally had contracted infection with E. histol ytica by the time of importation. They were kept individually in cages measurring 60 cm in height, 45 cm in width and 60 cm in depth. These individual cages were strictly separated from each other so that a monkey could not make contact with neighboring monkeys. Newborn monkeys (a-f in Fig. 1) were reared in the individual cages together with their own mothers for 13 weeks after birth [5, 6] .
Rectal swabs (scratch) were taken from both mother and infant monkeys once a week for 13 weeks. The swabbed stool specimens were smeared on glass slides, fixed in Schaudinn's solution and examined microscopically with iron haematoxyline stain. E. histolytica was differentiated from other amebic species by its morphological characteristics described by Burrows [2] . The occurrence of E. histol ytica in the stool specimens is shown in Figure 1 . Figures 2 and 3 show a mononuclear cyst and a trophozoite found in the stool of newborn monkeys, respectively. Cysts were first detected 5 weeks (in the case of infant b), 6 weeks (a, e) or 10 weeks (f) after birth. These data indicated that all infants (a-f) became infected with E. histolytica during the nursing period. None of the monkeys showed amebic dysentery or bloody diarrhea, although loose stools were occasionally noted with some infected infants. It is not clear whether or not the amebic infection had something to do with the occurrence of loose stool. In cases of infants a and b, both cysts and trophozoites were observed in stained smears of stools which appeared normal on and around the day of stool examination. It is generally thought that the cysts of E. histolytica are associated with formed stools and constitute the inf ective stage of the ameba, whereas trophozoites are primarily found in fecal material from patients with acute amebic dysentery or diarrhea [1] . Therefore, further studies to clarify the implication of the present results demonstrating trophozoites from normal stools of infant monkeys would be 
